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People's  Party  ol 


iiTOiinty. 


E  THE  PEOPLE'S  PARTY  of  Bradford  County  in 

[Convention  assembled  at.  Towanda,  Fa.,  June  18,  1895.  adopt  the  following 
Platform: 

Whereas,  The  sovereignty  of  the  People  has  been  ignored  and  trampled  under  foot,  the 
national  authority  to  create  money  is  appropriated  to  enrich  bondholders  and  national  banks 
a  vast  publTC  debt  payable  in  legal  tender  currency  has  been  funded  into  gold-bearing  bonds 
adding  millions  to  the  burdens  of  the  people,  with  a  demand  for  additional  bonds-  Silver 
which  has  been  accepted  as  monej  since  the  dawn  of  history  has  been  demonetized  to  add 
to  the  purchasing  power  of  gold,  by  decreasing  the  value  of  all  kinds  of  property  as  well  a, 
of  human  labor:  the  supply  of  currency  has  been  purposely  abridged  to  fatten  usurers,  bank 
rupt  enterpnae  and  enslave  industry;  a  vast  conspiracy  against  the  sovereignty  of  the  Amer 
ican  people  over  their  domestic  financial  policy,  has  already  taken  possession  of  the  Ameri- 
can Congress,  and  if  not  met  a«d  overthrown  at  once  it  forebodes  terrible  social  convulsions 
the  destruction  of  civilization,  or  the  establishment  of  an  absolute  despotism. 

We  have  witnessed  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  struggles  of  the  two  great  par- 
ties for  power  and  plunder,  while  grievous  wrongs  have  been  inflicted  upon  the  suffering 
people.  .  We  charge  that  the  controlling  influence  dominating  both  of  these  old  parties  has 
permitted  the  existing  conditions  to  develop,  without  effort  to  prevent  or  restrain  them- 
neither  do  they  promise  substantial  reform.  They  have  agreed  together  to  ignore  in  the' 
coming  campaign  every  issue  but  one-they  propose  to  drown  the  outcries  of  a  plundered 
people,  so  that  capitalists,  corporations,  national  banks,  rings;  trusts,  watered  stocks  the 
demonetization  of  silver  and  the  oppression  of  the  usurer,  may  all  be  lost  sight  of 

Resolved— That  we  endorse  the  National  platform  adopted  at  Omaha,  Julv  4  1892  and  the 
plattorm  adopted  at  Harrisburg,  May  1.  1894.  «*<""»,  «<"'.>  *,  ioj«,  ana  me 

Resolved-That  we  demand  a  national  currency  of  fifty  dollars  per  capita,  includinsr  the 
tolffi™!!K.,to  ifl°  V5'0  li  U3'le«  ^  '"•»  Vneml  Government  on?yf  fuU 
Jfifn  „  ?h     ,  '•  publ'°  and  Pnvrate-  accessible  to  the  people  without  the  interven- 

tfae °i™  of  ^fiFirW?' l°DS'  ,n  Payment  °,f  a"  <*llgatwn.  of  the  Government,  and  demand 
the  issue  of  United  States  paper  money  in  lieu  of  bank  notes.  And  that  whi  e  recognizim* 
that  the  money  question  ,s  of  great  prominence,  we  feel  that  the  land  and  transportat  of 
questions  are  ot  equal  importance,  and  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  "asportation 

we  demand  a  national  graduated  income  tax 
voleeoratVb°erpeo  llf0"011  °*  President-  Vice-President  and  United  States  Senators  by  a  direct 

fiihve  ll7r  l,  •  m°f  ^*«»™>!»*  in  the  use  of  the  public  funds  of  the  county  that  is  pos- 
sible, and  not  interfere  with  the  best  interests  of  the  taxpayers  P 

nJ^.e,?lphaMCiaIly  demand  }be  reduction  of  county  officials'  salaries  and  fees  in  the  same 
'  We 11 ultl l^rhedUetH°n-tmh  be,eu  iD  tbB  product8  •»  wt»ich  all  salaries  and  fees  are  pat™ 
'  «h^  nf  , Itf    t7      e,mPhaf  3  the  de'°and  of  the  Omaha  platform  for  theGovernment  owner- 
ship at  lailroads  as  the  only  just  and  correct  solution  of  the  transportation  question 

We  favor  the  adoption  of  ihe  Initiative  and  Referendum,  and  the  Imperative  Mandate 

We  demand  equal  suhrage,  irrespective  of  sex. 

Resolved— That  the  continued  issuance  of  bonds  by  the  present  administration  and  the 
making  of  a  secret  eomract  with  the  Loudon  Rothschild  syndicate,  and  the  giving  of  an  od- 
tion  on  all  bonds  to  be  issued  prior  to  October.  1895,  to  said  syndicate,  in  un-American  and 
an  unprecedented  outrage;  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  oaths  of  office  bv  the  President  and 
offlc6  Treasury,  and  we  demand  their  immediate  impeachment   and  removal  from 

Lnnil^f  aS  we  do.ln  a  '^"vernment  of  ihe  people,"  we  view  with  apprehension,  and  de- 
nounce the  recent  action  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  when  by  change  of 
opinion  and  vote,  of  one  of  its  Judges,  the  action  of  nearly  70,000,000  people,  through  their 
vTnT"'TVea  '"  Congresfl'  in  the  en^Went  of  an  "Income  Tax"  law.    was  overruled  and 
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175th    Thousand 


Mental  Dynamite 

"Get  up  off  your  Knees— then  your  masters 


DISCUSSION 

Destroys 
Wro ng  s 

and 

Develops 
Rights 

DISCUSSION 

Destroys 
Despotism 

and 

Develops 
Democracy 


Therefore,  all  masters 
and  all  tyrants  dread 
the  three  great  rights 
used  for  discussion: — 

Free  Assemblage 
Free  Speech  and 
Free  Press. 


privilege, 
■  privilege  which  society 
grants  and  stands  ready 
to  defend.  When  society 
refuses  or  neglects  to  defend 
a  contested  right,  the  right 
is  destroyed,  ceases  to  exist. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
"natural  right."  Rights  are 
created  by  society ;  and  they 
are  destroyed  by  society 
through  legal  enactment  or 
illegal  neglect.  A  so-called 
"natural  right"  is  thin  air, 
an  empty  phrase,  a  worth- 
less mental  toy. 

The  three  great  rights  are: 

1.  The  right   of  free  assem- 

blage, 

2.  The  right  of  free  speech, 

and 

3.  The  right  of  free  press. 

These  are  the  three  great 
rights  because  with  these 
three  rights  we  hold  the 
rights  we  have  and  we  get 
other  rights  we  need.  Any 
man  who  will  not  help  de- 
fend these  three  rights  is  a 
dangerous  tyrant,  a  foolish 
coward,  or  a  cringing  slave. 

Any  man  who  will  vote 
for  a  master  (or  for  a 
master's  political  party) 
deserves  to  have  a  master. 


nin.lt  JZ?l  \  I  »«-lier,  made  by  the  working  class,  sharpened  by  the  working  class, 
nicely  polished  by  the  working  class,  and  then  "patriotically"  thrust  into  the  working 
class  by  the  working  class-for  the  employer  class-the  ruling  class. 

The  busy  human  bees  sting  themselves— at  present.  «^&»iib 
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International  Typographical  Union 


FIFTY-SEVENTH   SESSION 


Report  of  Committee  on  Laws 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  August   14,    1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Member*  of  the  International  Typographical  Union  : 

Gentlemen  :    Your  Committee  on  Laws  respectfully  presents  the  following  for 
your  consideration: 


Proposition  No.  1 — By  Delegate  Adams 
(Pittsburg,  Pa,): 

Amend  section  2,  article  il,  constitution, 
by  adding  after  paragraph  (d)  the  follow- 
ing: 

(e)  Laws  instituting  and  relating  to  a 
system  of  benefits  and  laws  providing  for 
the  care  of  invalid  and  aged  and  infirm 
members  in  good  standing. 

Committee  reports  favorably. 

Proposition  No.  2 — By  Delegate  Cusic 
(Jacksonville,  Fla.): 

Amend  section  1,  article  iii,  constitution, 
to  read: 

'  Section  1.  The  conventions  of  the  Inter- 
national Typographical  Union  shall  be  held 
biennially,  on  the  second  Monday  in  Au- 
gust, at  such  place  as  the  delegates  in 
convention  assembled  .may  designate.  All 
the  arrangements  for  the  same  to  be  made 
by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  International 
Typographical  Union. 

Committee  reports  unfavorably. 

Proposition  No.  3 — By  Delegate  Cusic 
(Jacksonville,  Fla.): 

Amend  article  iv,  constitution,  to  read: 
Article  IV. — Representation. 

Section  1.  Subordinate  unions  are  en- 
titled to  representation  in  conventions  of 
the  International  Typographical  Union  ac- 
cording to  the  following  apportionment: 
Unions  with  one  hundred  members  or  less, 
one  delegate;  more  than  one  hundred,  and 
less  than  five  hundred  members,  two  dele- 
gates; more  than  five  hundred  and  less 
than    one    thousand   members,    three   dele- 


gates;   and   one    thousand    or   any   greater 
number  of  members,  four  delegates. 

Section  2.  Each  union  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  vote  in  the  conventions  of  the 
International  Typographical  Union  for 
each  hundred  members  or  fraction  thereof, 
in  good  standing,  and  where  a  union  is 
represented  by  more  than  one  delegate  the 
votes  shall  be  apportioned  equally  between 
them. 

Committee  reports  unfavorably. 

Proposition  No.  4 — By  Delegate  Nichols 
(Baltimore): 

Amend  section  3,  article  v,  constitution, 
by    striking    out    the    word    "two"    in    the 
second    line    and    substituting     the     word 
three. 

Committee  reports  favorably. 


5  —  By      Washington 


Proposition      No. 
(D.  C.)  delegation: 

Amend  section  1,  article  vi,  constitution, 
line  6,  by  striking  out  the  word  "Indian- 
apolis and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words    Washington,  District  of  Columbia." 

Amend  section  5,  article  vi,  line  5,  con- 
stitution, by  striking  out  the  word  "In- 
dianapolis" and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "Washington,  District  of  Columbia." 

Committee  reports  unfavorably. 

Proposition  No.  6— By  Delegate  Hunt 
(Victoria) : 

Amend  section  6,  article  vl,  constitution 
"Executive  Council,"  by  adding  in  line  3, 
after  secretary-treasurer,"  the  words 
"and  two  other  members,  making  five,  to 
be   elected   in  the   same  manner  and  same 
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How  will  it  be  with  kingdoms  and  with  Kings— 
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After  the  silence  of  the  centuries  ? 

—Edwin  Markham. 
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payment  receiving ; 
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Empire  Typograpicali3Beii*b*ence 

at  the  POWERS  HOTEL,  Rochester,  October  24-25,  1936  " 
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OFFICERS : 

President — David    E.    Greelis,    Schenectady. 
First  Vice  President — Wm.   T.   Landback,   Elmira. 
Second  Vice  President — L.  W.  Farrington,  Oneida. 
Third  Vice  President — Claude  L.  S.  Agate,  Rocn. 
Fourth   Vice    President — George    Barber,    Rome. 
Fifth  Vice  President — Leslie  Chandler,  Ithaca. 
Sec'y-Treas.— rBasil   J.    Hillman,    Niagara   Falls. 

DELEGATES 

ALBANY — John  J.   Stack,   Joseph  G.  Stoffels. 

AUBURN — F.   W.    Cook.     • 

BATAVIA — John  W.  Canty,  Francis  J.  Cline. 

BUFFALO — Harry   V.   Hamilton,    John   Forster. 

BINGHAMTON — Maurice  J.   Quain,  John  J.  Burke. 

ELMIRA — Edward  F.  Arnold,  William  T.  Landback. 

FULTON  COUNTY— William  Beinhart. 

ITHACA — Floyd   D.    Ferris,    L.    G.    Chandler. 

JAMESTOWN — C.   Milton   Jones,    Francis   R.    Croft. 

NEW   YORK— 6— William   Ward,    Ralph   Wright. 

NIAGARA  FALLS — Wesley  L.  Kester,  Sidney  M. 
Thom. 

ONEIDA — Lewis    Farrington. 

POUGHKEEPSIE — Charles    E.    Miller. 

ROCHESTEB--William     Mackowski,     Theodore- 

Prc6S6 

SCHENECTADY— Edwin   C.    Fuller. 
SYRACUSE— Glenn  M.   Keep,   George  J.   Hall. 
TROY — Harold   N.   Consaul. 
UTICA — Bernard   Iffert,    Francis   Hamsher. 
OLEAN— William   C.   Shearer. 

COMMITTEES 

Scales  and  Negotiations — Ralph  Wright,  New  York, 
chairman — John  J.  Stack,  Albany —  John  Forster, 
Buffalo — 'President  Empire  Conference  (in  con- 
junction with  executive  committee). 

Resolutions — Wesley  L.  Kester,  Niagara  Falls,  chair- 
man— L.  G.  Chandler,  Ithaca — Maurice  Quain 
Binghamton — E.  Fuller,  Schenectady — Harry  V. 
Hamilton,  Buffalo. 

Finance  Committee — John  J.  Burke,  Binghamton, 
chairman — F.  R.  Croft,  Jamestown — Joseph  Stof- 
fels,   Albany. 

Officers'  Reports — Theodore  Freese,  Rochester,  chair- 
man— Bernard  Iffert,  Utica — E.  F.  Arnold,  El- 
mira— John  Canty,  Batavla — William  C.  Shearer. 

Credentials  Committee — H.  M.  Consaul,  chairman — 
W.  Mackowski,  Rochester — George  Hall,  Syracuse. 

Label  Organization — Auburn  Situation — W.  Relnhart, 
Fulton  County,  chairman — William  Ward,  New 
-C*  York— F.  W.  Cook,  Auburn — L.  Farrington,  Onei- 
da— Sidney  Thom,  Niagara  Falls — brands  J. 
Cline,    Batavia. 

Automatic  Typesetting— Glenn  M.  Keep,  Syracuse, 
chairman — Floyd  Ferris,  Ithaca — George  Barber, 
Utica. 

Thanks  Committee — C.  Milton  Jones,  Jamestown, 
chairman — Francis  Hamsher,  Utica — Charles  Mil- 
ler,  Poughkeepsle. 

LEGISLATIVE 

At  the  Glens  Falls  Session  of  the  Empire 
Typographical  Conference  a  complete  report 
was  given  on  all  bills,  excepting  the  one  requir- 
ing the  appearance  of  the  Union  Label  on  State 
printing,  which  were  introduced  into  the  State 
Legislature  at  the  last  session. 

At  the  time  of  convening  the  Conference  in 
Glens  Falls,  Senator  Bryne,  of  Albany,  sponsor 
of  the  Bill  in  the  Upper  House,  had  moved  for 
action' in  the  matter  on  the  floor.  On  May  5 
the  Bill  was  passed  in  the  Senate  by  a  vote 
of  28  ayes  to  19  noes.  A  complete  record  of 
the  Senate  vote  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Empire  Conference. 


%* 


(1) 


In  the  meantime  all  efforts  to  have  this  Bill 
reported  out  of  the  Assembly  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee had  been  unsuccessful  Your  officers 
met  with  Assemblyman  Armstrong,  of  Schenec- 
tady, sponsor  of  the  Bill  in  the  Lower  House, 
and  worked  with  him  to  bring  the  Bill  on  tp 
the  floor.  Assemblyman  Armstrong  stated  that 
the  main  objector  to  the  Bill  in  the  Assembly 
Committee  was  Mr.  Stone  of  Onondaga.  Mr. 
Armstrong  listed  him  as  a  leader  of  the  "Old 
Guard,"  unfavorable  and  immovable,  and 
according  to  all  reports  the  Bill  died  in  his  vest 
pocket. 

#Upon  its  passage  in  the  Senate  the  Bill  was 
referred  to  the  all  powerful  Rules  Committee 
in  the  Assembly.  Realizing  that  the  personnel 
of  this  Committee  was  not  very  much  different 
from  that  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  not 
much  hope  was  held  out  for  success.  Never- 
theless, every  possible  attempt  was  made  to 
bring  it  on  to  the  floor.  An  effort  was  made  to 
wash  away  all  semblance  of  party  lines,  to  have 
the  Bill  presented  on  the  floor  for  action,  leav- 
ing each  Assemblyman  free  to  vote  as  he  saw 
fit.  Again  no  success.  It  has  been  learned 
that  the  leaders  even  refused  to  submit  the  Bill 
to  the  Majority  Caucus;  thus  our  Representa- 
tives were  refused  an  opportunity  to  say 
whether  or  not  the  Bill  should  be  considered. 
Thus  the  leaders,  a  mere  handful,  restricted  the 
freedom  of  speech,  restricted  the  freedom  of 
action,  and  lifted  the  powers  of  representation 
from  the  hands  of  those  whom  the  electors  had 
sent  to  Albany  to  legislate  for  the  common 
good  of  the  citizens  of  this  State. 

This  attitude  of  the  Rules  Committee  did 
not  stop  alone  with  our  Union  Label  Bill,  but 
was  carried  out  in  their  lack  of  consideration 
of  other  Labor  bills  passed  by  the  Senate,  such 
as  the  bills  providing  for  fairer  methods  of 
computing  weekly  wages  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation 'Law,  prohibiting  fingerprinting  of 
workers  as  a  condition  of  employment,  provid- 
ing an  eight-hour  day  and  a  maximum  forty- 
eight  hour  week  for  women  employed  in  hotels 
and  restaurants,  establishing  a  maximum  forty- 
eight  hour  work  week  for  women  employed  in 
operating  elevators,  providing  that  only  New 
York  State  citizens  shall  be  employed  on  State 
and  local  public  work,  and  other  Labor  bills  of 
similar  importance. 

The  reason  for  the  absence  of  such  roll  call 
votes  is  that  THE  MAJORITY  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  ASSEMBLY  RULES  COMMITTEE 
BURIED  ALL  THESE  LABOR  BILLS  AS  FAST 
AS  THEY  CAME  FROM  THE  SENATE  BY 
REFUSING  TO  REPORT  THEM  TO  THE 
ASSEMBLY  FOR  A  VOTE.  Therefore,  the  full 
responsibility  for  the  defeat  of  these  Labor 
bills  in  the  Assembly  rests  with  the  majority 
members  of  the  Assembly  Rules  Committee. 
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(Note:  This  speech  by  Comrade  Cannon  was  delivered  seventeen 
years  ago  when  the  trade  union  work  of  the  Communist  Party  was  first  ^n^ 
*        being  developed  on  a  practical  basis  and  its  guiding  principles  laid  J/ 
down,  Most  of  what  is  said  there  is  pertinent  to  the  present  stage    In  "^ 
of  the  development  of  our  party  trade  union  work,  ,^J   J 

The  Political  Committee  has  decided  to  publish  a  book  containing 
selections  from  the  speeches  and  writings  of  Comrade  Cannon  over  the 
entire  period  since  the  foundation  of  American  communism,  and  has 
appointed  a  commission  to  select  and  edit  the  material.  This  speech 
is  one  of  the  documents  to  be  included  in  the  selection.  The  editor- 
ial work  of  the  commission  is  already  well  under  way. 


—  J.  C,  Wright,  Chairman  of 
the  Editorial  Commission) . 
******* 

DAILY  WORKER.  August  2,  1924 

/  Magazine  Supplement  -  pp.  4 

/OUR  AIMS  A1TD  TACTICS  Iff-  THE  TRADE  UNIONS 

By  James  P,  Cannon 

(A  speech  delivered  at  the  Party  Conference  of  Coal  Miners  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  July  27,  1924). 

Comrades: 

These  conferences  of  Party  members  in  the  important  trade  unions5*2* 
in  which  representatives  of  the  Central  Executive  Committee  take  part  ^ 
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are  becoming  frequent  occurrences.  We  must  regard  this  as  a  healthy 
sign.  It  indicates  that  we  are  maturing  as  a  Party  of  theoretical 
and  practical  revolutionists,  and  getting  a  firm  grip  on  our  basic 

tasks.  The  close  collaboration  between  the  active  comrades  in  the   I J 

field  and  the  ieading  organ  of  the  Party  has  a  beneficial  result  all 
the  way  arc  and.  |- 

The  close  and  intimate  contact  with  the  practical  problems  of 
the  daily  struggle  and  with  the  comrades  who  directly  face  them, 
serves  as  an  unerring  corrective  to  any  tendency  there  might  be  in 
the  Party  to  deai  with  these  problems  in  an  abstract  or  purely  doc- 
trinaire fashion.  On  the  other  hand,  the  participation  of  the  Party 
representatives  insures  that  the  fundamental  political  aspect  of  the 
trade  union  struggle  will  be  brought  to  the  front  in  these  trade 
union  conferences.  The  importance  of  this  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
Otherwise  there  is  constant  danger  of  the  work  of  our  trade  union 
comrades  being  influenced  too  much  by  expediency  and  so-called  practi- 
cality. One-sided  conceptions,  purely  trade  union  points  of  view, 
take  the  upper  hand  and  the  general  class  issues  of  the  struggle  are 
pushed  into  the  background.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  must  be  guarded 
against.  We  know  too  well  that  it  leads  to  reformism  and  futility. 

We  are  meeting  here  today  to  consider  the  problems  of  the  parti- 
cular trade  union  you  belong  to,  from  the' standpoint  of  the  Party, 
which  is  the  standpoint  of  all  Communists.  And  I  think  I  will  be 
proceeding  in  the  proper  order  if  I  put  forward  as  a  premise  the  revo- 
lutionary aims  of  our  Party  and  propose  that  we  weigh  and  judge  every 
trade  union  question  that  comas  before  us,  no  matter  how  small  or 
practical  it  may  appear  to  be,  in  the  light  of  our  final  aims. 


BW' 


Roosevelt  has  cemented  his  XIHanoeTwip- 
flood  of  the  bayoneted  North  American  Aircraft  Workers. 

The  President's  use  of  conscripted  workers  and  farmers  in  uni- 
form to  break  the  Aircraft  Strike  shows  where  he  is  trying  to  lead  us 

FDR  is  out  to  break  the  democratic  and  fighting  traditions  of 


butchery  of  peoples  engineered  by  Churchill,Hitler  and  Roosevelt. 

According  to  the  warmakers,  it  has  become  "^P^^1^"  *° 
demand  higher  wages  to  meet  the  rising  prices  caused  by  "iS-corpora 


su 

World 
to  feed 


The  Great  Corporations,  Roosevelt , his  Labor  Mi^d^L^d' 
other  stooges  will  not  succeed  in  doatroyina  the  American  people. 
The  workers  are  in  no  mood  for  Fascism,  neither  the  German  or 
Rooseveltian  variety.  They  are  fighting  back. 

This  ta  sheun  by  the  splendid  s  t^d^thoMroraf  yvorKers 

in  the  face 
workers  in  i 
workers,  Wo 


caused  by  j 

plain  peopxw  yx  muoi  iv/»  »«.„„... —  — 

"Communist"  to  cover  up  suppression 


of  trade-unions,  his  wholesale ^ 


Thev  know  that  the  real  cause  of  these  strikes  lies  not  in  a 
IfLint".  hSt  in  skimov  pay  envelopes.  They  know  the  truth 


war-time  monopoly  prices  for  food,,  clothes  and  rent. 

That's  why  workers  all  over.  America  are  protecting  Roosevelt', 
armed  strike  breaking  in  California.   That's  why  you  should  join  ,ho. 
in  the  defense  of  American  liberty  against  tho  war  mad  pr^    « 
Protest  individually.   Protest  thru  your  union.  +  Dfn!atJ£oa^ea  w   . 
ing  enemies  of  labor  unity.   Support  the  movement  for  incr asea  wag 
Fight  against  the  high  cost  of  UW4JJ .^time^prof  ^tMeril 
against  Roosevelt's  "cannon  instead  of  butter   program  or 
can  people.   Get  America  out  of  the  war  and  keep  her  out.   De™^ 
To   Release  of  Earl  Browdcr,  General  Secretary  of  the  Communist  Par, 
who  was  jailed  because  he  fought  to  keep  Amarica  out. 
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Defeat  The  Union-Busting 


Iprttttmt 


To   Senator  Robert  F.  Wagner 
Senator  Irving  M.  Ives 
Washington,  D.  C. 


y-7&si^z.-m6b 
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We,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  express  ou>-Snalterable"  opposition  to  the 
anti-union  bills  now  before  Congress  which  would  deprive  the  unions  of  their  hard  won  rights  of  collec- 
tive bargaining  and  restore  the  open  shop.  These  anti-labor  bills  would  be  a  blow  to  our  living  standards 
and  undermine  democracy. 

We  call  upon  you  to  oppose  all  legislation  which  in  any  way  will  infringe  on  any  of  the  rights  of  the 
trade  union  movement. 
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ISSUED   BY:  COMMUNIST  PARTY,   NEW  YORK  STATE.  35  EAST  12th  ST.,  NEW  YORK  CITY 
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This  outline  on  the  fight  for  the  repeal  of  the  Taft-Hartley 
Law  is  meant  to  be  used  for  discussions  in  every  club  of  the 
Party.  We  urge  full  discussions  to  be  developed  around  this 
important  fight,  to  be  followed  by  the  working  out  of  a  plan 
to  press  the  fight  for  Taft-Hartley  repeal  in  your  shop,your 
industry,  your  community.  The  concrete  effects  of  the  Taft~ 
Hartley  Law  on  your  community  and  industry  should  be  brought 
out  in  the  discussion.  The  State  Ed.  Department  urges  all 
branches  to  send  in  to  us,  at  35  E.  12th  St.,  such  concrete 
instances  of  the  effects  of  Taft-Hartley  on  your  shop,  your 
industry  and  your  community. 

This  discussion  can  also  serve  to  further  the  preparations 
for  May  Day,  when  labor  will  demonstrate  its  demand  for  re- 
peal of  Taft-Hartley. 
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Issued  by:  New  York  State  Education 

Department,  Communist  Party 
35  East  12th  Street 
New  York  3,  N.  Y. 
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The  an'nouneanenf   of  'the  Nation  al;Wa£  e.' 
Policy  Committee/of  Uhited;  StSel    Forkei? 
placing  the  ebgnani  "for ;' Higrier*  aid  ■■.  guarai..-- 
teed  annual  TOgpf,,  social  "irTSuraiee  and    .'. 
pensions,    as^/the ;  aim  of  the  steel  workers 
in   I949^:i8-ra  departvire   from  the.    past  .-s !,"''. 
statement'  Of-  international'  officers  and,' 
executive  hoard  members'  that'1  wages;  would.';, 
not  he  art  issue,  in  '/the  cfeming'  ne-gotiatJQ'jjs 
with  the'  steel,  trusts'. ...  The  inary-  actione  .'.. 
by  the  ranlfcaud-  file  steel -'works  rs, ,:  such" 
as  the  petitioning,  >y\htuifeedtfitafv.'>'«tiqel. "2- 
wrkers  for  a.  definite' Va%'e;:incr.e3a«e  of;.,'* 
from  35  cents  to  30  cent  sf  per  .tour  .and  ~]"\ 
the  actions'  ot-Tmany;  local  ..unions  ;   such  as'' 
the  act  i  on  s  taken,-,  "ijy  .the  ,P'ist  ric'  t '  C'oun  cl  1-  ■ 
meeting  oI,',T!I.striQt7.#23.  in*  Ohio '33.t:' goings 
on'  record"  fhr-a  -SOcehJCper  Kbur'ti  ncrease.,  ;, 
were  •t'h&^p^senres  .-that  'forcer  tier}  about-".., '., 

bace.     This  indicates  what  eaTiTJe1  done-1, 

"hen  the*4tHrtq»  of  .wages   are  brought   to 
the  rank  and  file' steel'  rwor-kers  a'nd  action 
is  taken. 

This  6tatemenV-of ,th^e'_;*7age~Po licy-C-ai  si 
mittee  demanding- -a-. subst aBtiatf  * age^-inw,'. 
crease,    social  insurance'and -pens  ions  c  an 
be  turned  intO'-.^--yic,tpry;,iprOTided  the 
membership  of  the  steel?  uhion'rar  e  involv- 
ed in  t'he.  plarmi&g,  and,  the   struggles  in 
the   coming  negotiations:''  But"  1;rfe':~stat-e-. 
ment   of  Philip  Murray.,,    that ''lr"*9'  are-eg-.^ . 
tomistic  aiout   our"bargainln^r''p3siti-ai-..,' ."", 
Te  are   certain  that   the   employersfrwiil---r'\ 
approach  this  in  the  sane  constructive 
spirit  thatCWE. -will",   has  seeds  of  a 
sellout    of  the  steel'  workers  demands. .ard.   „ 
is  not   based   on  the  needs   of  the    membeiv'^' 
ship.      The   statement    of  Eugene  Grace, 
United  Steel  Corporation  and  other   speak- 
ers  of  the   steel  trusts   that  they  will 
not   grant   a  fourth   round  of  wage    increas- 
es,  the  laying  off  of  hundreds  0  f  workers 
at   the  "ickwire  plant,   Bethlehem,     the 
American  Badiator  Co.   and  Symine  ton- 
Gould  in  the  face   of  the  hi* est    profits 
in  the  reo.ords  of  the   steel  industry,  the 
cutting  of  crews   in-'t  htS  Be'thlerfeS'plarttJi.  -T 
of  Lackawanna,   together  with  the    actions 
that   the  workers  were   forced  tot  ake   in. 
Bethlehem   Strip  Kill,   #15  Mill  a  nd  #10 
Mill  against   speedup  are  an  indir  ation 
disproving  Murrays'    statement   that   the 
steel  employers  will  approach  the    comirg 
negotiations   in  a  constructive  spirit. 

In   order  to  guarantee  the  winning  of 
of  their  demands  the   st&el  workers  in 
Buffalo  and  Lackawanna  must   continue  t« 
demand:      1,     A  definite-'  wage  'increase  q£  ..  . 
from  2£   cents  to  30  cents  £e:r'ho'ur,  ■■£■*%    '. 
That   any  agreement   reached  #i:'th-:tjhe  Steel   . 
Corporation   in   '.he  (,c^-n«r  nes'ri.ia  t.iono '-'.;  . 


■'..'/•-:r 


should  be  ratified  by  the 'r- ark  add  fi  ]e 
inn  the St  en  lain  ion.     3.   ■  That  t  b3. union 
leadership    mage  a  struggle  ag^  in.st  speed—  ' 
u^'"  -  cutting   of  crows,   an'"   t:v?x  lini  ra  ti.on 
of '  men  from  their  jobs.  '  1'Tow't  .-..at  tie  ... 
date  of  June  15th  has  b,-  tn'*-:t -.  f  cr  t  ha 
beginning,  of-,  ncgotiat  LonV i  t.  i-sjt  ar  e  ir' 
the  voi  -es  -of.  .the.jraak  an4:  file  steel"..    .;    ".     •' 
;*> r'lters  are- heard.  ,  local 'urriai  e  x  ckt  ire'      *-" 
bofirS,?.  r;mst.:lead'  t,he  wofkei's'!ir-:,.t  terij;  ,.de- '"'.  ''-ir'-' 
taands  and-  £et  .the  ir£  .fi'rri'Ht'tdvial^OT-ff  ice-re.;' ,;    '    ;_r: 
knoVr  that' they,  rill  net  s'et'tle  -i'.or  l-a?  b     ""    * 
■than  :Si>  lcentS:Pe.r/.JiQur'j''°J'    *'»"■?  ~1:rl:i    '..,,..' f]   :'~\' ' 

'  "■tfy  the-.-fiilencp^'oh'' the-paft  ;o-f  ,t-h?.  .;,.,''  *  ' '■'  — 
'£tee'-l  Union  •officials  in_regarc!.:s:t.O;  the  ..''  ': 
•;pbl5:by  of-;  th^..BejthJLehem:'= t'e&l  Co.  of^not  '   ''   {.'•''' 

hiring  any  ■yegirggj&.  iii'  tiffe'  C'li  ly-idii  te  , ' ; 

str^p  mill-Jj.dn^Lac^awanna.^  •  'CM,-*  {blc-t "'. 
rugoh  the'imember^hip  of 'the  ■  S'Voe-1-,  Uni.ai 

must  be  "ipeA.out,-,'   ;   "'      '•'    '.:'•  -;•.--,..-' 

BEP^iJi  Qg  TA?T.-TBA^LXif')  "'*'' ■'■'"}'    c   -":"t"  '•"'"'' 

"^    ■■f»-i-;---  ■■.:■;*■.,:, ...:/:  ^  ^  *c&$?.  r 

:,iw_The   repeal  ■-of ,. the 'T^fiiBar"ii;eyI..sR.... 
was  made:  the  numfeer^l,  demand  -sf'-l £'b «.i4., 
the  recent  .elections','    Prepiftfent^Tnjnan; 
pledged  htoBe^io..'Iead  the  "'iehtvand  .."'".'' 
most-'o-f'-the  tog.  leaders 'of  "the  C-.I  .C^  aKt,r' ' 
A.F.of  Lvrcony^ced'tfie  workers  -thatlfee' ' '.;'; 
election   of  Truman.. w.puldbe'tfe, -best ..     . 
guarantee;  that  the.T  aft-^art  ley -.disd  M3  ..  *  ' 
,antT-labor  laws;  wpuld;  be '  wip^  A  cut.,  :  I IX.  I  *  '' 
^fact.-ajfte'r,  firuoan'selecVion^.-we  wer.e"'  .','.••_ 
^told  ^iShat  Tarft-Ha.rtlei'  was  as  g  ooi£  as.  ir£;. ."'"' 
Hhe  durap  pile.     But  t'hefficts  pr  ov  either-,    '' 
'wise.      ••-"■:.;.■>/•<:,;.  ..  .;j         •*  •''■-*"    :'i:-   .*■  \r'] 
ta^tr  week,.,  in,  Cong  res'- /-'the  WpcdBiii,  .  - 
,i4i left  Phil  Murray  clain^'s'  irs  even.  .7.  ^e.e  .  .-' . 
than  .3a'ft^i,'),iitle,y,,'was   just  b^r:ely«  eC/ini^  '' 
ed.     Vito  Marc-i'nt'onio',  'tiie'''0iily '■fep.iB  st-nta- 
tive  ofhthe  A.I..P.    in  Congress  savec!     the' 
daj'.     By  his  clever  manucver  he.  v.'as  a*  le 
to  delay  the  final  vote   on  the  bill  and 
give   labor  tire  to  ectert  'trie  a  dr-it  ional 
pressure  to  change  some   of  the  votes. 
This  victor;'-  is  not  to  the  credit  of     the 
T run -m  Administration  nor  to  the  topC.1.0. 
leadership,    ..The  Murrays  and  Beuthera, 
wit-h-their  behind  .the.  door   ^eals  v  ith    the 
Democratic  Party  opened'the   path  for  a 
sellout   »n  the   fight   for  repeal.     Instead 
of  fighting  for  the  outright   repeslof 
Taft-Hartley  and  ffr  the  re-enactment  of 
the  ^agner  Bill,    they  agreed  to   a  can- 
promise  bill  called  the  Thomao-Let-inski 
Bill,   whichkept   some  t)6  the  wra-st  feit'nres 
of  Taft-Hartley,     And  when  the  going  g)t 
tough    ,    instead   of  rallying  a  11  labor         <- 
they  went   even  further  and  a  greed  to     mors 
compromises  which  made   the  new  billanoth-" 
.^r  Taft-Hartley.     The  worst  re=     t  ic  a- SB :    ' 
;in  Cohgre.ss'  got   courage  by  the  feiecr4bla 
s"howi'?g  of  labor   and  f '  ivb*   for  t  b=  "  o»d. 


COMMUNIST  TACTICS  IN  AMERICAN  UNIONS 


Albert  Epstein,  Research  Staff,  International  Ass'n  of  Machinists 
Nathaniel  Goldfinger,  Exeoutiore  Secretary,  Committee  oh  Economies',.  CIO 


There  is  an  irrepressible  conflict  between  the  trade  unions  and  the 
Communists  in  their  midst.  At  times  it  settles  down  to  an  armed  truce;  at  others > 
it  bursts  forth  into  open  warfare,  as  it  did  most  recently  at  the  19h9   Convention 
of  the  CIO,  which  took  action  against  12  Communist  dominated  unions. 

Isolated  now,  as  a  result  of  their  own  actions,  the  Communists  are  laying 
the  groundwork  for  what  may  well  become  a  national  labor  federation  under  their  con- 
trol,' This  would  not  be  a  novel  step  for  the  Communist  Party,  since  the  Trade 
Union  Unity  League  of  1929-193h  was  such  an  organization,  ^either  is  it  the  first 
time  that  the  bona,  fide  trade  unions  have  found  it  necessary  to  rid  themselves  of 
Communist  Party-led  bodies* 

Though  never  a  controlling  factor  in  American  trade  union  life,  the 
Communists  and  their  followers  at  peak  strength  in  19hk   dominated  20, international 
unions  and  numerous  locals,.  As  free  associations  in  a  democracy,  trade  unions 
have  been  influenced  for  good  or  ill. by  many  different  types  of  personalities  and 
groups.  The  Communists,  however,  are  unique  despite  some  superficial  resemblances 
to  others.  For  the  Communists  have  been  the  only  ones  in  the  American  trade  unions 
to  operate  as  a  disciplined  group,  under  a  centralized  authority  responsible  to  a 
foreign  power. 

Communism  is  nothing  less  than  a  conspiracy  to  conquer  and  rule  the  world 
by  any  means.  The  center  of  this  conspiracy  'is  the  Soviet  Union.  To  seize  total 
power  in  their  own  country  and  to  "Defend  the  Soviet  Union,"  the  Communists  rely 
upon  incessant  propaganda  and  the  never-ending  search  for  organizations  to  be  used 
as  "transmission  belts."  The  Communist  party  is  a  highly  disciplined  and  fanatical 
body,  with  a  hard  core  of  "professional  revolutionaries."  The  "professional  revolu- 
tionaries" are  a  dedicated  group,  cut  off  from  ties  with  the  outside  world  and  owe 
absolute  obedience  to  their  superiors,  Lenin  conceived  of  his  party  as  a  "military 
organization,"  requiring  a  "minutely  careful  selection  of  members,"  and  functioning 
with  "rigorous  secrecy." 

Communists  operate  in  organizations  of  every  type  and  description,  includ- 
ing the  armed  forces.  It  is  a  basic  tenet  in  Communist  teaching  that  industrial 
workers  are  the  most  important  segment  of  society..  The  Communists  believe  that 
their  party  is  the  vanguard  of  the  working  class,  destined  by  history  to  lead  the 
workers  and  all  the  people  to  Soviet  rule.  Therefore ,  they  view  the  trade  unions 
as  the  largest  and  most  vital  field  for  activity. 


The  Communist  Party  acts  as  an  agency  of  the  ruling  group  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  From  John  Pepper  (Poganyi)  in  its  early  days,  to  Hans  Berger  (Gerhard^ 
Eisler)  and  his  successor  in  the  recent  period,  the  Communist  Party  has  been  con- 
trolled by  Soviet  representatives.  Its  activities  have  Moved  back  and  forth 
across  the  political  spectrum  in  response  to  changes  in  thu  domestic  and  foreign 
policies  of  the  Soviet  Union.   The  shifts  in  policy  arc  executed,  through  a 
disciplined  hierarchical  system,  in  all  organizations'  in  which  the  Communists 
operate.  To  put  their  policies  into  effect,  the  Communists  employ  an  appropriate 


conspiratorial  tool  known 


the  fraction.  It  is  described,  in  The  Party  Manual 


on  Organization,  published  In  1935: 
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